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Canada’s Ports Honour a Master Mariner and a 19th Century Company
VANCOUVER, BC.- Today, the Association of Canadian Port Authorities (ACPA) recognized the
late Captain Norman Stark (individual) and Seaspan (company) with the prestigious ACPA Medal
of Merit Award at the association’s 59th annual ACPA conference.
The Medal of Merit recognizes outstanding works or service on a national platform by an
individual, institution, or organization in the port, shipping or maritime fields. ACPA has awarded
the Medal of Merit annually since 1975. Vancouver Fraser Port Authority president and CEO
Robin Silvester presented the awards to Patricia and Ian Stark in memorium and Frank Butzelaar
on behalf of Seaspan,
Captain Norman Stark was a Master Mariner by training whose career in Canadian ports spanned
the country’s coasts from east to west. Captain Stark retired in 2008 and passed away last
December at age 69. During his career, he played an instrumental role in many transformational
projects and was a key advisor to government in the restructuring of the Canadian port system
under the Canada Marine Act. “Captain Norman Stark’s devotion and contribution to Canada’s
port industry cannot be understated. His lifelong dedication helped lay a foundation for the work
of port authorities across Canada,” said Robin Silvester, president and CEO at the Vancouver
Fraser Port Authority.
He was a British merchant marine at sea for nearly 12 years, before moving to Canada in 1977
where he joined the Port of Saint John as the assistant harbour master. He then moved to the Port
of Halifax as harbour master in 1981 and, in 1985, joined what was then the Vancouver Port
Authority as assistant port manager. From 1990 to 2001, he served as the president and CEO of
the port authority. “Captain Norman Stark is sadly missed, but he has left his legacy to our
industry. His leadership and commitment to his career and his community will be remembered by
all those who were fortunate to have worked with him,” said Silvester.
Seaspan history traces back to the late 19th century and the company has built a strong reputation
for service to the marine industry as well as communities up and down the B.C. coast. It is a
leader in adoption of environmental improvement technology and programs, with a strong focus
on community and Aboriginal engagement. “Seaspan was the first company to join Green Marine
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on the west coast of Canada to have its activities third-party certified – a clear demonstration of
Seaspan’s commitment and innovation towards environmental protection of our marine waters,”
said Wendy Zatylny, President of ACPA.
In October 2011, the Government of Canada formed a partnership with Seaspan’s Vancouver
Shipyards to build future non-combat vessels for the Canadian Coast Guard and Royal Canadian
Navy. Vancouver shipyards will build up to 17 vessels, worth $8 billion, at their facilities in North
Vancouver over the next 10 to 15 years. ‘Seaspan is an important member of our port community.
This high-profile contract has accelerated the growth of the Seaspan business and is attracting a
new generation of skilled workers into the Vancouver maritime sector,” said Silvester.

Follow the Association of Canadian Port Authorities Annual Conference on Twitter @ACPA2017.
For more information, please visit acpa2017.ca.
-30About the Association of Canadian Port Authorities:
Founded in 1958, the Association of Canadian Port Authorities brings together 18 ports and
related marine interests into one national association. As the leading Association for the advocacy
and advancement of Canada’s port industry — representing all Canadian Port Authorities, various
government entities and companies doing business in the marine sector — ACPA is the champion
for Canadian ports in matters related to government policy, trade, competitiveness and public
awareness in order to contribute to sustainable transportation.
ACPA members contribute significantly to the local, regional and national economy of Canada,
responsible for nearly a quarter of a million direct and indirect jobs, have donated more than $22
million to their local communities (2010-2014), receive more than 1.3 million cruise ship
passengers and handling some $203 billion in import and export cargo annually.
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